
Still waters run 
deep: 

Reimagining 
dementia and 
humanness'
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Expanding 
our 

Imagination
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What is Dementia?

What is

Dementia?
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Material Bodies 
and Lived Bodies

Material Bodies 

and Lived Bodies
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A Question of Value
Dementia is a culturally 

devalued condition
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The problem of Hypercognition:

“I am because I think; I think therefore I 
am
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“She is not the 
person she used 
to be?”

“I’d rather 

remember him 

the way that he 

was”
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Speaking about 
dementia

“Is he the person 
he used to be?”
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Losing your Self? 

The Threefold 
Self 
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I am because you 
remember  me?…

We become 
and stay who 

we are because 
other people 
remember us.
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Who will 

remember you

well?
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Can people trust 

your community to remember them well?
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Our Bodies 
Remember

Our Bodies 

Remember
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Beatrice’s 
Prayers

The heart is the 
deepest most 

fundamental aspect of 
the human being that is 

touched and 
transformed by the 

Spirit

(Jean Vanier)
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Music and 
Memory

• Music and memory

• Memory and identity

• Religion, spirituality and the embodiment of our 
memories 

Music, memory 

and intentionality
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Creating Places 

of Belonging
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From Inclusion to Belonging
To Belong You 

Need to be 
Missed
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What is dementia?

• A meaningful human experience.

• A new set of stories that can be told about someone

• An opportunity to challenge our assumptions that human beings 
are defined by memory and intellect.

• An opportunity to learn how to care for one another better.
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•An opportunity to challenge our assumptions 
that human beings are defined by memory and 
intellect.

•An opportunity to learn how to care for one 
another better.

•A place of loss and sadness.

• It is a neurological condition that affects 
memory, cognition, behaviour and self-
awareness.
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Its good that you 
are here…I’m 
glad that you 
exist!

Joseph Pieper Faith, Hope and 
Love
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